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In the chat, please add: 
● Your name
● Role
● Organization

And think about for a moment:

How did school help you prepare for your life?



Introduction
Voices From the Field
Resource Exploration



What is Skills for Secondary School Success?

• A free, evidence-based, classroom-ready program designed to help young 
people strengthen the skills they need to meet academic and social 
challenges in school and beyond.

• Developed by Johns Hopkins University education researchers with federal 
support and years of input from classroom teachers, Skills for Secondary 
School Success helps students build the skills to thrive both academically and 
personally in middle and high school. 

• Fosters independence, goal setting, resilience, communication, 
collaboration, purpose, and future readiness—key skills for long-term success 
and confident, self-managed learning.  



Why Skills for Secondary School Success?
The Challenge:

• Educators across the country report: Too many students struggle to take ownership of 
their learning (Prothero, 2025)

• Growing need for self-regulation among students to better manage their learning,  
interactions with others, and decisions

• Employers and educators emphasize life-ready skills:
• Communication
• Collaboration
• Perseverance
• Critical thinking

“This notion of self-directed learning, and upskilling and reskilling as the economy shifts… will separate folks 
who are going to be successful from folks who are going to struggle in a knowledge-based economy.” 

-David Adams, quoted in Education Week



How Was Skills for Secondary School 
Success Developed?
• Grounded in the latest research on adolescent learning, motivation, 

and development

• Evidence-based and engaging classroom activities to build critical 
skills for school and life success

• Practice validated: Teachers who used and helped develop the 
program report the following:

• Increased student engagement
• Improved peer relationships
• Stronger academic focus



What Skills are Developed? 

The learning materials are organized into five units:

Unit 1: Learning with a Sense of Purpose

Unit 2: Confronting Challenges and Having a Growth Mindset

Unit 3: Managing My Learning

Unit 4: Interacting with Others as We Learn Together

Unit 5: Making a Difference in My Community and World



Skills for Secondary School Success has Free 
Tools and Resources Available for all 
Educators
• Teacher Resources

• Teacher’s Manual: Full curriculum and by-unit guides
• 5 units, 40 lessons

• Teacher Materials: PowerPoints for every lesson
• Student Materials: Printable & online resources

• Available in English & Spanish
• Professional Development

• Asynchronous series with narrated PowerPoints for each unit 



How to Engage with Skills for Secondary School 
Success?
Customize to Your Needs and Opportunities: 

• Use as a semester long course or as part of one
• Use in advisory
• Use individual units or lessons to meet specific needs 
• Teachers have successfully used the learning materials in grades 5 to 10 across 

all types of schools

Student Learning Experience:

• Work both collaboratively and independently 
• Culminating project: design a real-world proposal to make a difference in their 

community and world
• Lessons can be customized to reflect the backgrounds and experiences of 

students



Voices From the Field: 
Panel Discussion With Educators 

• Betsy Warner-Grand River Academy, Grand Junction, CO
• Aliyah Cohen-Grand River Academy, Grand Junction, CO



Resource 
Exploration

Visiting the website:
https://www.redesign.every1g
raduates.org/4smaterials/

https://www.redesign.every1graduates.org/4smaterials/


Lesson Exploration



Lesson Exploration



























Share Your Learning and 
Thoughts

• Reflections
• Questions
• Thoughts
• Considerations
• Wonderings



Access and Availability of Skills for 
Secondary School Success

• All of the materials are available for FREE 
https://www.redesign.every1graduates.org/4smaterials/

• Visit the Skills for Secondary School Success website:      
https://www.redesign.every1graduates.org/4s/

• Contact us with questions: info@every1graduates.org
Website contact: Gregg Howell ghowell@jhu.edu

https://www.redesign.every1graduates.org/4smaterials/
https://www.redesign.every1graduates.org/4s/
mailto:info@every1graduates.org
mailto:ghowell@jhu.edu


Thank you from the EGC Team

Onward and Be Well
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